the West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus to understand the implications of at-risk and to identify individual needs. As part of the academe, our role is to save them from dropping out from school by providing them appropriate and effective accommodation.
The discussion revolved around the premise that all individuals with disabilities and at-risk have the right to equal opportunity to quality education and should receive accommodation and other educational support. At-risk students are referred to those who have been labeled to be in danger of academic failure. A student can be deemed at risk due to several factors including low test scores, poor attendance, discipline issues, structure at home, socioeconomic status, and others. Most schools have programs such as Title I program (associated Part A of the No Child Left behind Act of 2001) that provide more attention to the students and are designed to keep them from falling through the cracks .
General Colin Powell made the following statement at a Philadelphia convention when George W. Bush was nominated as a candidate for President of the United States. Powell said that we have to get back to the business of building children the way we know how, and it is time to stop building jails in America.
The country's effort to increase our literacy rate and decrease dropout rate is anchored from the two provisions of the 1987 Philippine Constitution. Article II, Section 17 provides that the state must give priority to education, while Article XIV, Section 1 guarantees that this education be accessible to all. Hence, appropriate steps must be taken like the creation of Philippine Action Plan (1990 Plan ( -2000 . The same way, provisions in IDEA 2004 allow schools to provide early intervening services to students who are considered "at risk." At-risk students are those who show a need for additional academic or behavioral support to succeed in general education, but who are not identified as needing special education (Cortiella, 2003) .
A legitimate concern exists today, whether teachers' level of awareness of students at-risk are developing the skills of the teachers necessary to adapt classroom strategies and utilize these to accommodate students at-risk. Accommodation is meant to reduce the impediments of students atrisk in order to save them from experiencing academic failure and leaving school. Furthermore, Cantrell (2000) said that accommodation does not substantially change the instructional level, content nor the performance criteria. The changes are made in order to provide a student equal access to learning and equal opportunity to demonstrate what is known.
Current research indicates that a key to successful accommodation practices lies in teacher level of awareness and extent of understanding the characteristics and needs of student at-risk (Franklin, 2004) . In this study, it examines the level of awareness of teachers of West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus regarding student at-risk and academic accommodation. It includes their creativity and efficacy of their general teaching skills and knowledge in instruction; their skills in assessment to identify students at-risk; their attitudes and classroom management in response to students at-risk. This study specifically sought answers to the following questions: 1. What is the level of awareness of teachers regarding students at-risk when taken as an entire group and when classified according to sex, educational attainment, length of service and school? 2. What is the level of awareness of teachers on the academic accommodation for students at-risk when taken as an entire group and when classified according to academic sex, educational attainment, length of service and school?
3. What are the most frequently used accommodation practices of teachers while dealing with students at-risk in terms of instruction, management and assessment skills?
A descriptive research was used in this study. Descriptive research involved collection of data in order to test hypotheses or to answer questions concerning the current status of the subject of the study (Gay, 2000.) This study ascertained the level of awareness of teachers regarding student at-risk and level of awareness on the academic accommodation as a whole and when they were classified according to sex, academic rank, length of service and school/department. This study also determined the frequently used accommodation strategies and practices of teachers in the university.
As the initial step, the researcher identified first year students who were duly enrolled for the second semester 2014-2015. Students at-risk were identified based on Grade Point Average (GPA) in their high school Form 137 and those belonged to lower 10% of the class in the first semester. Screening test was done to determine students at-risk administered by the teacher adviser. The teachers were also asked to answer a questionnaire checklist on their level of awareness of student at-risk and academic accommodation they provide for students at-risk. Determination of the most frequently accommodation practices provided by teachers was also established, students were made to answer a questionnaire checklist.
The Questionnaires were validated and pilot tested in order to determine the reliability of each item. The study involved the 24 first year advisers for the study on the level of awareness of academic accommodation and students identified at-risk who are duly enrolled for the second semester in West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus, Janiuay, Iloilo for the school year 2014-2015. The teachers were grouped according to sex, school, length of service and educational attainment. They were identified through total enumeration. And students were selected through purposive sampling to determine the most frequently used accommodation practices provided by teachers. Research Instrument The data-gathering of the first instrument used in the study was an awareness questionnairechecklist adapted from Kravets, M (2006) and Mayers, K.A., Wood , J.N., & Pousson, M (2007) with some modifications after it was reviewed by the panel of experts.
Respondents
(
1) SURVEY QUESTIONS ON THE LEVEL OF AWARENESS OF TEACHERS ON ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS
The instrument consists of two parts. Part One, requires of personal data of the respondents. Part Two is the instrument proper which contains 22 item statements regarding the respondents' level of awareness of academic accommodation which were further classified according to management, assessment and instruction.
There were five levels to be determined, these are unaware, somewhat aware, aware, very aware and extremely aware. "Unaware" means that the respondents were not familiar on concepts of academic accommodations. "Somewhat Aware" means that the respondents had very little familiarity on the concepts of academic accommodations. "Aware" means that the respondents had high familiarity on concepts of academic accommodations. "Very Aware" means that the respondents had higher familiarity on concepts of academic accommodations. "Extremely Aware" means that the respondents had the highest familiarity on concepts of academic accommodations In determining the results an arbitrary scale of 5-point Likert scale was used to determine the level of awareness of the teachers on academic accommodation. ______________________________________________________________________________ Scale of Mean Description ________________________________________________________________________________ 1.00-1.80 Unaware 1.81-2.60
Less aware 2. 61-3.40 Fairly aware 3. 41-4.20 Very aware 4.21=5.00
Extremely aware _________________________________________________________________________________ (2) SCREENING FOR STUDENTS AT-RISK The instrument is not diagnostic of students at-risk. It is divided into two parts. Part One consists of personal data of the respondents. Part two is the instrument proper that contains 30 item statements identifying students at-risk. The items are answerable by Yes or No.
At this time, the 2-point Likert scale was used to determine the level of awareness of the faculty members regarding students at-risk. (26) item statements that would require respondents to answer accommodation practices frequently used by teachers for students at-risk. Seven (7) items comprise the management part, eight (8) items on the assessment part and eleven (11) items on the instruction part. The items are answerable by Yes or No. 
Findings

Discussion
The findings of the study of teachers at West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus, Janiuay, Iloilo showed that teachers were consistently fairly aware in their level of awareness regarding students at-risk when classified according to sex, educational attainment, length of service and school and when taken as an entire group. However, when classified according educational attainment only those who were bachelor's degree holders were less aware in their level of awareness regarding students at-risk, and master's degree holders showed that they were very aware.
The level of awareness of teachers on academic accommodation of students at-risk when taken as an entire group were very aware. According to sex, male teachers were extremely aware and female teachers were very aware. When classified according to educational attainment and length of service teachers were very aware. According to school, teachers of the Schools of Hotel and Restaurant and Services Technology and Industrial Technology were extremely aware and teachers of Schools of Teacher Education, Healthcare Services and Information and Communications Technology were very aware.
Generally, the most frequently used accommodation practices of teachers while dealing with students at-risk according to areas was management followed by assessment and instruction. These results seemed to support the fact that the most frequently noticeable symptoms of at-risk students were their behaviors which were different from that of their peers. Thus, classroom management was vital part of accommodating students at-risk.
The result shows that the most frequently used accommodation practices of the teachers in the area of Management is creating alternative solutions to problems through role playing followed by Using peer tutors/ cooperative learning.
In terms of Assessment, the result shows the frequently used accommodation practices of teachers is selecting correct effective reinforcers in developing appropriate behaviors followed by grading on the basis of content, do not penalize for errors in mechanics and grammar. On the other hand, having student repeat and explain directions to check for understanding, was the least used.
The data in the most frequently used accommodation practices of the teachers in the area of instruction, teaching mnemonics as a memory tool followed by providing definite purpose and expectations especially during unstructured activities. Giving short and simple directions with examples was the least used.
In an attempt to accommodate students at-risk, teachers often face the ethical dilemma regarding the rights of students against the academic integrity of a course of study. It is the question of where to draw the line in support of providing reasonable academic accommodation for students at-risk which will not jeopardize the standard of the school and disrupt the collegial environment (Birnbaum, 2001) . Since student at-risk has a myriad of risk factors, these conditions pose risk leading to academic failure and leave school. When working with students at-risk, the accommodations will often involve academic adjustments in faculty teaching and/or how they evaluate the learning in the course.
The level of awareness of teachers regarding student at-risk and the level of awareness on academic accommodation do not affect their accommodation practices for students at-risk.
The result supports the awareness study of Garcia (2000) were the respondents did not show any difference on their level of awareness with their classroom practices. Further, the study of Tharp (2009) which discussed the awareness level of teachers of students who were in special education and their practices showed significant difference, agreed with the view that one's level of awareness was vital in strengthening the commitment of teachers in their accommodation practices and building relationship and attitude towards them.
However, according to Stafford and Green (2006) , teachers' awareness is a vital part in accommodation. It was critical for teacher to be aware in order to have comprehensive planning and implementing a successful inclusion program.
In a similar finding, Yedlin (2004) concluded that teachers who had increased awareness toward children with disabilities affected their experiences with children in the inclusive classroom. The same findings with the studies of Siu Wheelock, (2006) that addressed the factors associated with successful accommodations.
The diversity of special needs in our schools poses opportunities for all. Accommodations involve many kinds of techniques and support systems. Accommodations help students work with their limitations related to their needs. Accommodations are to make sure that student at-risk can participate as fully as possible in the general curriculum and ultimately earn a diploma. Accommodations can be provided in areas such as instruction, management and assessment. According to Donnelly 2005, programs are designed in a broad range of special services to help atrisk students improve their low self-esteem in which they can begin to have positive experiences. These programs are remediation, tutoring, child care services, substance abuse awareness programs, bilingual instruction, employment training, and close follow up procedures on truancy and absenteeism. However, there are issues and concerns that need to be discussed regarding accommodating student at-risk.
Conclusions The study proved that teachers of the West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus were consistently fairly aware regarding student at-risk and generally very aware of the academic accommodation of students at-risk with management followed by assessment and instruction as the most frequently used accommodation practices.
The study proved that teachers did not greatly improved their skills in identifying students at-risk. Results of the study point to a need in improving the skills of the teachers in identifying students at-risk to understand their needs. The difficulty in identifying stem from the fact that most students at-risk do not differ from their classmates in terms of their physical appearance and physical stature. The study proved that the level of awareness of academic accommodation among teachers which was very aware maybe shaped by their underlying belief that students across academic spectrum have the capacity to learn. It reinforced the contention that early in the process of teacher education, teachers had to develop positive professional self-awareness. It must be evident of teachers in order to express a commitment to and belief in the principles of equal and quality education. It is anticipated that this would lead to opening doors to have a closer look as regards to our policies and practices to better accommodate our students in school. This study offers a new perspective on the accommodation practices in the post-secondary education.
It also showed that the least frequently used academic accommodation teachers provide in dealing students at-risk was in the area of instruction. At various times teachers' skills in assessment, management and effective strategies can help at-risk students from dropping out. Hence, it is important for teachers to improve their knowledge and creativity in the delivery of instruction; their capacity to form and sustain interpersonal relationships with students at-risk.
Accommodations and modifications are types of adaptations that are made to the environment, curriculum, instruction, or assessment practices in order for students with diverse educational needs to be successful learners and to actively participate with other students in the general education classroom and in school-wide activities.
Accommodations are changes in how a student accesses information and demonstrates learning. Accommodations do not substantially change the instructional level, content, or performance criteria. The changes are made in order to provide a student with equal access to learning and an equal opportunity to show what he or she knows and can do.
The results of the study shall justify the following recommendations that West Visayas State University-Janiuay Campus must establish a commitment with the intent of accomplishing the following:
Previous discussions may suggest that teaching strategies should be tailored according to the individual learning needs of student at-risk having the contention that every child has the capacity to succeed in school and in life. The school should develop an early warning system for detection of potential at-risk students thus, provide them early intervention.
Teachers may lack the knowledge and skills in instruction that they need to improve in that area. Moreover, there is a need for family collaboration and involvement in decision making and participation in the learning process of their child.
The administration must provide instructional support, training and giving seminar workshops for teachers. The school must intensify its linkage with local govt. agencies that provides the necessary support for program implementation and financial support to students who belong to low income families like scholarships and other financial aids.
Educators, researchers, and policymakers must continue to work to identify defective unfriendly environment to accommodate students at-risk through revision of the curriculum and policies of the school. To intensify intervention in accommodating student at-risk there is a need to revisit our accommodation policies and programs for student at-risk. 
